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RESTORE ACT 
Public Meeting 
April 15, 2014 

Attendees: 
Chris Cowart, Vice-Chairman, School Board Representative 
David Pieklik, Economic Development Representative 
Leslie Sturmer, Aquaculture 
Jolie Davis, Citizen Representative 
Bruce Wilson, Tourism Industry Representative 
Fred Moody, County Coordinator 
Anne Bast Brown, County Attorney 

Consultants: Bill Williams, Amber Davis-Williams 

Absent: Ryan Bell, Chairman, Board of County Commissioners 
Andrew Gude, Citizen Representative 
Marilyn Ladner, Higher Education Institution (college/university) 

Vice-Chairman Cowart opened the Committee meeting of the Levy County 
RESTORE Act Advisory Committee at 3:09 p.m. at the Levy County Court House, Bronson, 
Florida, with the Pledge to the Flag and an invocation. Vice-Chairman Cowart called for 
public comments and there were none. The roll of members attending was called. Vice
Chairman Cowart asked the attending public to identify themselves. 

REPORTING 
Ms. Brown read Mr. Pieklik's voting con-mct for the record in accordance with Florida 

Statutes. 

CITIZEN REPRESENTATIVE VACANCY 

Jolie Davis moved to accept Andrew Gude's resignation from the Advisory 
Committee, second by David Pieklik and the motion carried. 

RESTORE UPDATE 

Mr. Bill Williams reported they had met with representatives from Yankeetown to 
discuss projects in Citrus County which will have regional impacts. Mr. Williams said the 
projects are port expansion, waste water treatment and regional boat ramps. 

Mr. Williams gave an update on the federal trial in Louisiana which is scheduled to 
commence the final phase in January, 2015. 

Mr. Williams explained the Gulf Consortium has approved an Invitation to Negotiate 
for the comp plan for state expenditures, then each county will also need to prepare a plan 
of expenditure. Mr. Williams added the treasury rules are still pending. 
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Mr. Williams said the Governor has appointed the 6 appointees to the Gulf 
Consortium who are from areas in the panhandle. Mr. Williams said these appointees will 
be able to bridge the gap between the Governor and state agencies. Mr. Williams said the 
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation ("NFWF") has been issued the first round offunding and 
it will go to the Big Bend area and the second phase will be through the Natural Resource 
Damage Assessment ("NRDA") will also be in the panhandle. Mr. Williams said some of 
the projects will be boat ramp repairs and a fish hatchery. Mr. Williams explained he did not 
bring any additional information, however permitting, evaluations, etc. still has to be 
completed. Mr. Williams said counties still need to continue reviewing proposed projects, 
meet with private enterprise as possible partners, review storm water and transportation as 
possible projects. 

Mr. Williams introduced Mr. Jim Kallinger of ISF who he had invited to discuss 
partnerships with private enterprises. 

Mr. Jim Kallinger said local governments were being encouraged to take advantage 
of partnerships with private enterprises which may allow additional leverage of RESTORE 
dollars with the private sector securing consultants with no cost to the counties. 

Mr. Williams explained that Citrus County is reviewing expanding their wastewater 
system and pairing with Inglis and Yankeetown could be a proposal. 

Mr. Williams said there have been discussions concerning the state procurement 
policy and if the federal government will accept it. Mr. Williams said the concern is about 
projects which may be considered or commenced by a county through a partnership with 
a private entity funding the project and not being precluded from being considered for 
RESTORE funds. Mr. Williams said it is difficult to determine without the treasury rules. 

Mr. Williams said Citrus county is in preliminary discussions concerning wastewater 
expansion and will be meeting on April 28th with the Levy county municipal representatives 
from Inglis and Yankeetown to disclJss a sewer system and have discussions on port 
operations. Mr. Williams advised he would be reporting to the Committee on the result of 
these preliminary discussions. 

Ms. Leslie Sturmer said there are projects already submitted and being considered 
by Florida Wildlife Conservation Commission (UFWCC") for the first round of project 
submissions and the second round of project submissions is beginning and these projects 
already exceed the funding available. Ms. Sturmer expressed a concern on how to get the 
Big Bend projects included on the list since there are no projects from the Big Bend area 
currently even under consideration. Ms. Sturmer said these projects are not the local 
funding but the NFWF funds and political support is needed to get Big Bend projects 
recognized and on the list for consideration. 

Ms. Amber Davis-Williams suggested as the Committee reviews project submittals 
it will be an opportunity to consider possible partnerships, an estimation of cost for a project 
and what opportunities may be derived from the project. 

Mr. Kallinger said cost recovery is a key component and a public-private partnership 
over a period of years can provide leverage sources. Mr. Kallinger said RESTORE funds 
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can be used to entice the private sector to invest in the county. 

Mr. Williams said he would provide the latest Florida Statutes and pending legislation 
to the Committee electronically relating to local government and public-private partnerships. 

CITIZEN REPRESENTATIVE VACANCY 

Vice-Chairman Cowart explained there had been 2 applicants to consider for the 
Citizen Representative vacant seat previously held by Drinda Merritt. Vice-Chairman 
Cowart said Mr. Jack Schofield of Yankeetown and Mr. Charltes A. Botts of Inglis had 
submitted resumes for consideration. Ms. Sturmer moved to recommend Mr. Jack 
Schofield to the Board of County Commissioners for appointment to the RESTORE Act 
Advisory Committee, second by Mr. Wilson and the motion carried. 

Ms. Davis-Williams suggested the new vacancy be placed on the website. 

REVIEW OF PROJECT SCORING 

The Committee members discussed how they interpreted their rankings for the 
projects which have been submitted making comparisons of the average ranking prepared 
by Ms. Davis-Williams. After further discussion it was determined that once each 
Committee member's ranking was averaged with the other members that the projects 
basically ranked in a methodical process. 

Mr. Williams said the ranking was a tool to assist in evaluating projects and it allowed 
for transparency in how decisions were reached to recommend a particular project to the 
Board of County Commissioners for consideration of RESTORE Act funding. 

Mr. Wilson suggested that the Committee wait until the final scoring process was 
commenced before inviting any of the applicants back for further presentation or before 
asking for any additional information. 

MINUTES 

Ms. Davis moved to approve the minutes of February 11,2014 and March 11,2014, 
second by Ms. Sturmer and the motion carried. 

Ms. Davis-Williams advised the next RESTORE Act Advisory Committee meeting will 
be on Tuesday, May 13, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. at the Levy County Court House. The 
Committee discussed changing meetings to every other month in the future. 

Ms. Davis recommended waiting on making a decision for a recommendation of a 
Citizen Representative until Chairman Bell could be in attendance. 

Ms. Davis-Williams distributed the press release. 

Ms. Anne Bast Brown, County Attorney said there was no need to begin developing 
a Plan until the treasury rules are received. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no additional public comments and the meeting was adjourned at 4:33 
p.m. with the next meeting to be held on May 13, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. at the Levy County 
Court House in Bronson, FL. 

RES ORE ACT COMMITTEE 

~t:A-

Chris Cowart, Vice-Chairman 


