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RESTORE ACT 
Public Meeting 

May 13, 2014 


Attendees: 
Ryan Bell. Chairman, Board of County Commissioners 
Chris Cowart, Vice-Chairman, School Board Representative 
Jolie Davis, Citizen Representative 
Bruce Wilson, Tourism Industry Representative 
Jack Schofield, Citizen Representative 
Fred Moody, County Coordinator 
Anne Bast Brown. County Attorney 

Consultants: Bill Williams 

Absent: David Pieklik, Economic Development Representative 
Leslie Sturmer. Aquaculture 
Marilyn Ladner, Higher Education Institution (college/university) 

Chairman Bell opened the Committee meeting of the Levy County RESTORE Act 
Advisory Committee at 3:12 p.m. at the Levy County Court House, Bronson, Florida, with 
the Pledge to the Flag and an invocation by Vice-Chairman Cowart. Chairman Bell called 
for public comments and there were none. The roll of members attending was called. 

RESTORE UPDATE 

Mr. Bill Williams reported on the joint city council meeting between the Town of Inglis 
and the Town of Yankeetown advising there were different proponents to engage the 
municipalities. Mr. Williams said that Escambia County is about to finalize their multi-year 
plan and he will provide a copy once it is public record to be used as a template. Mr. 
Williams said the next Gulf Consortium meeting will be in June and the treasury rules are 
still not available. 

PROJECT PRESENTATIONS 

By consensus of the Committee an additional project application submitted by 
With lacoochee Gulf Preserve ("WGP") for a staff position was included in the presentations. 

Mr. Bill Heckler, President of the Cedar Key Chamber of Commerce presented the 
first project application to expand the services currently provided by the Chamber. Mr. 
Heckler explained the funding would allow for an increase in staff and allow for the 
Welcome Center to be open 6 days a week increasing personal interaction with guests and 
allow more time to promote the uniqueness and businesses of Cedar Key. Mr. Heckler said 
with RESTORE Act funds their fund raisers could be placed in a savings account to be used 
to continue the increase in services. Mr. Heckler said they would use membership dues 
and fund raising but would need the savings to maintain the increased hours and staff. Mr. 
Heckler provided a copy of the newsletter that is distributed by the Chamber. 
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Mr. Heckler explained that the second project application is to purchase property to 
place the Chamber Welcome Center. Mr. Heckler said they currently have a lease until 
2015 with the City of Cedar Key in the current building. Mr. Heckler explained concerns had 
been raised when an agenda discussion by the City Council considered moving the City 
Police Department into the building that houses the Welcome Center. Mr. Heckler said the 
building had been refurbished by the city using CRA monies for the express intent of using 
it as a Welcome Center, however, it is leased by the Chamber from the city and a property 
owned by the Chamber would be a permanent site. 

Mr. Bill Williams said he would be happy to meet with Mr. Heckler and other 
executive committee members on the direction they wanted to go and to see if there could 
be an environmental linkage and a more defined scope. 

Chairman Bell explained that there is no time line on when RESTORE Act funding 
will be disbursed. 

Mr. Jack Schofield and Ms. Jolie Davis questioned the project costs for purchasing 
a building and the additional costs. Mr. Heckler explained the additional was for unforseen 
contingencies such as rewiring the property. 

Mr. Schofield inquired as to the feasibility of placing the Welcome Center where CR 
347 and SR 24 join which possibly would allow lower insurance costs. Mr. Heckler said 
most of their guests are walk-ins. 

Ms. Sally Douglass representing the Friends of the Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve 
presented a power point which reviewed the Ellie Schiller Education Center and its 
unspoiled estuarine environment. Ms. Douglass said the Friends of WGP are a 501 [c][3] 
non-profit and raise money for the preserve and educational programs. Ms. Douglass said 
they also provide volunteers to work at the preserve. Ms. Douglass explained the first 
project application is to add additional limerock to the existing road, equipment for trail 
maintenance and provide additional signage on the trails. Ms. Douglass said the roadway 
is in a wetland and paving the road is not an option. Ms. Douglass said the project 
application is to upgrade the road with regrading and additional limerock. Ms. Douglas 
explained that they have had a forestry plan prepared by the County Forester and in its 
current condition a control burn cannot be done at the preserve. Ms. Douglas said currently 
they have a grant to enhance the gopher tortoise and a group is mowing the land and right
of-ways. Ms. Douglas said if they had their own equipment, volunteers would be able to 
perform the mowing in these areas. Ms. Douglas said the additional signage is being 
requested to allow kiosk signs and interpretative signs. Ms. Douglass said current signs in 
the preserve are worn. 

Ms. Douglass said a master plan was developed from grant funds and they also have 
an artist's rendering of the displays and the affect on watersheds and the second project 
application is displays in the Education Center. Ms. Douglas explained that the displays 
would be interactive. Ms. Douglass said the town of Yankeetown has passed a resolution 
and provided a letter of support. Ms. Douglass explained how the Education Center is a 
valuable asset to the community, county and state. Ms. Douglass said the preserve is used 
by the school in Yankeetown and would like to see all of the schools in Levy ,County availing 
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themselves to the preserve and Education Center. Mr. Fred Moody recommended they 
contact Mr. Albert Fuller at the Agriculture Center to explore the use of the 4H programs. 

Ms. Maria Sgambati inquired if they had a procedure for tracking attendance at the 
Preserve and Ms. Douglass explained they have a registration book for signing in. Mr. 
Schofield said studies are currently underway by the University of Florida on the number of 
visitors to the preserve. Ms. Douglass said they are recognized on the Great Florida Birding 
Trail and have just been accepted on the Great Florida Kayaking Trail, which brings visitors 
from all over the United States and there have been visitors from the United Kingdom and 
Germany. 

Mr. Jack Schofield presented the third project application requesting a staff position 
for the Ellie Schiller Education Center. Mr. Schofield explained that a staff person would 
be able to seek grants and involve the public at the preserve with continued education and 
providing an understanding of the ecology and biology of our coastal estuarine system in 
Levy County. Mr. Schofield said the project application would allow staffing for 6 years and 
work was currently being done on pursuing an endowment program. 

Mr. Schofield explained the Friends of WGP had contributed $2S,000 in a 3 Y2 year 
period and there has been support from the Felburn Foundation along with state grants. 
Mr. Schofield added that the Town of Yankeetown covers the insurance, utilities and 
maintenance at the Center. 

cn'IZEN REPRESENTATIVE VACANCY 

Chairman Bell said with the resignation of Mr. Gude a Citizen Representative position 
is open on the Committee and wanted to be sure every community had the information. 

Mr. Moody said an interested person could submit a short resume and then it would 
be put on the agenda for the Committee to make a recommendation to the Board of County 
Commissioners. Mr. Moody said the resume could be submitted levybocc@circuitS.org. 

MEETING SCHEDULE 

After discussion by the Committee it was decided to schedule Committee meetings 
for June 17 and for July 29 at 3:00 p.m. and to be held at the Board of County 
Commissioners meeting room in the court house. Chairman Bell said possibly there would 
be a recommendation for a new member at the June meeting. 

Mr. Bill Williams said he would have the RFP from Escambia County and the 5 
packets on the multi-year plan by then to be presented to the Committee. 

Chairman Bell said after discussion by the Committee that the next submittal date 
for project applications would be September 30,2014. 

Ms. Sally Price gave a brief history on the With lacoochee Gulf Preserve and how it 
was established. 

mailto:levybocc@circuitS.org
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MINUTES 


Mr. Chris Cowart moved to approve the minutes of April 15, 2014, second by Ms. 
Jolie Davis and the motion carried. 

Ms. Davis recommended meeting every 2 months since litigation is still pending. A 
consensus of the Committee was to hold the June and July meetings and then discuss the 
scheduling of future meetings. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no additional public comments and the meeting was adjourned at 4:32 
p.m. with the next meeting to be held on June 17,2014 at 3:00 p.m. at the Levy County 
Court House in Bronson, FL. 

RESTORE ACT COMMITTEE 

R~an 


