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RESTORE ACT 
Public Meeting 
June 17, 2014 

Attendees: 
Ryan Bell, Chairman, Board of County Commissioners 
Chris Cowart, Vice-Chairman, School Board Representative 
Leslie Sturmer, Aquaculture 
Marilyn Ladner, Higher Education Institution (college/university) 
Jolie Davis, Citizen Representative 
Bruce Wilson, Tourism Industry Representative 
Jack Schofield, Citizen Representative 
Fred Moody, County Coordinator 

Absent: David Pieklik, Economic Development Representative 
Anne Bast Brown, County Attorney 
Bill Williams, Consultant 
Amber Davis Williams, Consultant 

Vice-Chairman Cowart opened the Committee meeting of the Levy County 
RESTORE Act Advisory Committee at 3:00 p.m. at the Levy County Court House, Bronson, 
Florida, with the Pledge to the Flag and an invocation by Vice-Chairman Cowart. Vice
Chairman Cowart called for public comments and there were none. The roll of members 
attending was called. 

RESTORE UPDATE 

Mr. Bill Williams and Ms. Amber Davis Williams were absent and there was not 
update presented. 

Ms. Leslie Sturmer commented on the qualifications and attributes of the review 
board selection committee approved by the Gulf Consortium 

Mr. Ryan Bell arrived and allowed Vice-Chariman Cowart to continue presiding over 
the meeting. 

PROJECT PRESENTATIONS 

Mr. Doug Maples, explained the Cedar Key Aquarium &Environmental Education 
Center project. Mr. Maples explained the aquarium project would be an active display of 
the local species in salt and freshwater including shellfish and their environment. Mr. 
Maples aid the facility would need a private manager for operating the facility, environmental 
coordinator and a manager for the aquarium. Mr. Maples said they were proposing to 
locate the aquarium on Dock Street in Cedar Key. Mr. Maples said their organization 
envisioned the aquarium promoting the Cedar Key seafood commercial industry, providing 
educational opportunities for the schools, and promoting tourism in the area. Mr. Maples 
said it would be have a positive economic affect on the community. Mr. Maples said the 
facility could have long lasting economic affect on the area by increasing tourism and 
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promoting protection of the eco-system. 

Ms. Leslie Sturmer said she supported the concept but felt there were constraints 
that needed to be considered. Ms. Sturmer said the location did not appear to be suitable 
and would not be able to sustain the aquarium site as proposed and recommended the non
profit look for a larger site. Ms. Sturmer added she would like to see a better prospectus. 

Mr. Jack Schofield recommended the non-profit apply for a 501 [c][3] status to allow 
them to apply for grant funding. Mr. Schofield added that seeking corporate and private 
sponsors would be a full time job and staff would need to be knowledgeable about 
expending funds received. 

Mr. Maples said the traffic study was placed in an area where it would be more 
impacted by visitors than by daily commuters and the figures were revelant in calculating 
possible tourist dollars. 

Mr. Schofield added that he was not a proponent in building structures in high 
velocity areas and suggested another site would possibly be better. Mr. Schofield 
recommended verifying if the selected site was in a high velocity zone. 

Mr. Ryan Thompson, a certified land planner with Causseaux, Hewett, & Walpole, 
Inc. ("CHW"), presented the proposed projects from the City of Cedar Key. 

Mr. Thompson explained his firm has a continuing contract with the City ofCedar Key 
and offered their services to assist them with the project criteria. Mr. Thompson said the 
City of Cedar Key is submitting 8 projects and most of the projects have permits, 
maintenance plans, and engineering studies. Mr. Thompson said a formal presentation 
was not being given at this time but the City wanted the projects introduced and any 
recommendations on how the project applications could be improved. 

Mr. Thompson presented the project applications for the Inner Marina; Part A 
Maintenance, dredging and disposal; Inner Marina; Part B - Maintenance, dredging and 
disposal; Palmetto Canal, Maintenance, dredging and disposal and stormwater system 
enhancement and repairs. 

Ms. Leslie Sturmer recommended the Part A and Part B on the maintenance 
dredging be combined to one project. Ms. Sturmer explained that if only one of the projects 
was funded then the other project would wait and additional silt would build up. Ms. Sturmer 
said the projects should be one project as they are connected. 

Mr. Royce Nelson, City Commissioner from Cedar Key, said a comprehensive plan 
needs to be developed for continued maintenance. Mr. Nelson explained the problem was 
sand and silt and it was essential for dredging going out and focus needed to be on the 
channel. 

Mr. Jolie Davis said she understood there had been discussion to create a flow to 
prevent this and a plan is needed that will facilitate and work with the environment. 

Mr. Ryan Bell explained he had attended a meeting and the discussion was on a flow 



RESTORE Act Book 1 
June 17, 2014 Page 3 

study and possibilities of a culvert on the south side of the boat ramp or a possibility of 
multiple box culverts under Dock Street. 

Mr. Bruce Wilson said he can see the economic benefit for the inner marina but 
questioned the Palmetto Canal project. 

Mr. Royce Nelson responded there is a culvert, however, water will take the path of 
least resistance and there is boat storage in that area every day and dredging will allow for 
turbidity and there will be a channel from the ramp allowing daily usage. 

Mr. Jack Schofield inquired as to how past dredging had been done and where the 
funds came from to pay for the cost. 

Mr. Bruce Wilson said funds come from the launch fee but some of the money had 
been used for other things. 

Ms. Leslie Sturmer explained that Palmetto Canal is used by residents and fisherman 
acceSSing the bayou and silt has been coming from G Street and F Street creating a beach 
and clogging the canal. Ms. Sturmer added that Mr. Bill Delaino had spent 3 years on 
reports and science and has already had a representative from Department of 
Environmental Protection ("DEP") completely design a maintenance canal. 

Mr. Ryan Thompson said Palmetto Canal is mainly used by residents and fishermen. 

Mr. Ryan Thompson explained the storm water system enhancement has410cations 
where water is discharged into open waters. Mr. Thompson said it has been explained that 
the water pressure allows water to go out at these locations and the gates close to prevent 
back flow but crustaceans are forming on the gates and the project is looking for funding 
for a valve system that will keep the crustaceans from attaching to the gates. 

Mr. Royce Nelson said another project for the marina would be submitted in 
response to Vice-Chairman Cowart's clarification that project applications were still being 
received. 

CITIZEN REPRESENTATIVE VACANCY 

Ms. Haines presented the two resumes for the vacant Citizens Representative seat. 
After discussion by the Committee on the two applicants, Ms. Jolie Davis moved to 
recommend Dr. Richard Streeter to the Board ofCounty Commissioners, second by Marilyn 
Ladner and the motion carried. 

MEE1"ING SCHEDULE 

After discussion by the Committee it was decided to hold the July 29 meeting at 3:00 
p.m. at the With lacoochee Gulf Preserve, Ellie Schiller Education Center in Yankeetown, 
FL 

After discussion the Committee confirmed the next submittal date for project 
applications would be September 30,2014. 



1 	 RESTORE Act Book 1 
June 17, 2014 Page 4 

1 

I 
Ms. Jolie Davis asked about preparing the next round of evaluations for the projects 

which have been heard. An inquiry will be made with Ms. Amber Davis Williams on setting 
up the evaluation forms. 

! 	 MINU"rES 

Ms. Jolie Davis moved to approve the minutes of May 13, 2014, second by Mr. Bruce 
Wilson and the motion carried. 1 

i 	 PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were additional public comments about the value of an aquarium in Cedar Key 
and the benefits that school children would receive. 

Mr. D. Voyles explained the aquarium would provide a sense of ownership to 
students, increase awareness of the ecosystems to make better stewards of the land and 
water and would be an invaluable asset in providing a multitude of skills to students. 

Ms. Leslie Sturmer said permits have constraints and there was concern on the siting 
and reality of the project along with long term goals. 

Mr. Jack Schofield said it could possibly be a destination point and it may need to be 
located in another spot. 

Mr. Doug Maples explained there were two other sites off Dock Street that may be 
viable and he was having discussions with Suwannee River Water Management District 
concerning partnering with a government agency. 

Vice-Chairman Chris Cowart announced that the Chiefland FFA was having a 
meeting Thursday night for the stUdents who had won awards and a raffle was included. 

Chairman Ryan Bell said he hoped there were some projects coming from the 
County. 

Mr. Fred Moody said the water system was going to an RFP and he was unable to 
score points on the application for that project. 

The meeting was adjourned at4:31 p.m. with the next meeting to be held on July 29, 
2014 at 3:00 p.m. at the With lacoochee Gulf Preserve, Ellie Schiller Educational Center, 
Yankeetown, FL. 

RE~T9RE ACT COMMITTEE 

~~ 
Chris Cowart, Vice-Chairman 1 
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