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RESTORE ACT 

Public Meeting of November 10, 2015 


Attendees: 	 Chris Cowart, School Board Representative, Chairman 
John Meeks, Board of County Commissioners, Vice-Chairman 
David Pieklik, Economic Development Representative 
Marilyn Ladner, Higher Education 
Leslie Sturmer, Aquaculture 
Jolie Davis, Citizen Representative 
Richard Streeter, Citizen Representative 
Jack Schofield, Citizen Representative 
Bruce Wilson, Tourism Industry Representative 
Fred Moody, County Coordinator 
Wilbur Dean, Assistant to the County Coordinator 
Anne Bast Brown, County Attorney 
Tisha Whitehurst, Grants/RESTORE Coordinator 

Absent: 	 None 

Chairman Cowart opened the Committee meeting of the Levy County RESTORE Act 
Advisory Committee at 3:00 p.m. at the Levy County Court House, Chairman Cowart lead 
by the Pledge to the Flag followed by the prayer. The roll of members was called. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Mr. Dan Hilliard, W.A.R., Inc. appreciated the Committee's attention to re-scoring the 
projects. 

RESTORE ACT UPDATE 

Ms. Tisha Whitehurst said the new scores and rankings were prepared and 
distributed. 1 Ms. Whitehurst said there has not been any comment from John Stutz at 
Treasury Department and the funding will close at the end of the month. Ms. Whitehurst 
said it is possible that the County's application will be reviewed through the next funding 
cycle. 

Mr. Jack Schofield discussed the $300,000 shown for a staff person on one of the 
With lacoochee Gulf Preserve applications. Ms. Whitehurst explained the total requested 
funding is $15,000 for events and $280,000 for salaries over a 6 year period. 

Comm. John Meeks discussed removing the lower ranking projects. Ms. Jolie Davis 
said she had concerns with the wording on the criteria and doesn't think there should be any 
project cut until it is decided if the current procedure for ranking projects is reviewed. Ms. 
Davis moved to review the criteria for ranking projects, seconded by Mr. Bruce Wilson. 
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Mr. Jack Schofield said there were project applications submitted indicating they 
were "shovel-ready" and there is a request for engineering in the application. 

Dr. Richard Streeter said some of the projects would exhaust the entire amount of 
funds that will be allocated to the County and suggested that a reasonably funded project 
be selected and use the trial and error to determine what criteria should be used to fund 
additional projects. 

Comm. Meeks said some of the projects submitted could also be a project for Pot 
2 funding but consideration needs to be given on how the funding works. Comm. Meeks 
explained that the County would have to front the money and it would need to be 
determined where that money was going to come from and how to handle the funding. 

Mr. Chris Cowart suggested that a recommendation be made to the Board of County 
Commissioners and allow them to decide if they wanted to fund the projects for possible 
reimbursement. 

Ms. Davis said the Committee needs to give a recommendation that is feasible, 
based on Ms. Anne Brown's research on the possibility of a bond issue, a breakdown of 
funding with a plan supporting the recommendation, further inquiries into the projects, a 
determination of the total amount of funds that the County will receive, how the County will 
receive the funds and for the Committee to complete their responsibility on advising on the 
disbursement of funds to selected projects. 

There was discussion on the projects which have been submitted and exploring the 
possibility of support from other government agencies such as Levy County School Board 
on the project for the water ambassadors or the Towns of Inglis and Yankeetown for the 
With lacoochee Gulf Preserve projects or the City of Cedar Key for the marina and park 
enhancement projects. 

Comm. Meeks recommended Ms. Whitehurst notify the project applicants in an 
inquiry letter that the funding expected will be dramatically less than what was anticipated 
and encourage them to look for other funding sources. 

Ms. Marilyn Ladner said in the initial stages of the formation of the Committee the 
funding expectations were much higher than what actually is now expected and it may now 
be the time to look at revising the system proposed plan for funding projects. Ms. Ladner 
said the projects need to be reviewed to determine the expectation of the success of the 
project with just one year of funding and if the project will result in a successful outcome. 

Mr. Bruce Wilson said with the amount of funding expected being a lot less than was 
expected he does not see it making a difference to the County. Mr. Wilson said he would 
have liked to have seen it being possible to attract notice to the County which would create 
a financial impact. 

Comm. Meeks said if the Board of County Commissioners approved using the funds 
as leverage for a larger project to be accomplished but it would be a "hard sale" to create 
debt for the citizenry through a bond issue. 
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Mr. Cowart with the consensus of the Committee directed Ms. Whitehurst to secure 
more detailed information on the projects relating to budgets, other avenues researched for 
possible funding and the proposed success of a project in 1 year versus projects proposed 
for an extended period of time. 

Mr. Wilson said the inquiry letter needs to request an update with concise information 
on sources of funding. 

Mr. Cowart reiterated the motion made by Ms. Davis and seconded by Mr. Wilson 
to have the project applicants submit updates on the details of the project, detailed 
explanation of the budget, funding needed year to year, and if there are other sources of 
funding and the motion carried . 

Dr. Streeter moved to table any further action on project applications, seconded by 
Mr. Wilson and the motion carried. 

LITIGATION UPDATE 

Ms. Brown provided an update on the Consent Order explaining that Ms. Erin Deady 
who is representing several different counties has compiled comments with the consensus 
not to request changing the schedule of payments from the 15 year period and requesting 
inclusion in the Consent Order to allow counties to float a bond issue on expected funds. 

Ms. Brown explained that the 2.9 million dollars expected to be received by the 
County would not allow bonding to be a good option. Ms. Brown said there is a suggestion 
to have BP push forward a larger portion of the funds to the rural counties and make the 
larger counties wait for the up front money. Ms. Brown said it was suggested that other 
entities submit comments. Ms. Brown said according to her math the County will receive 
2.989383 million dollars paid out over a 15 year period with the 2nd year being less for some 
unknown reason. It does not appear that the County will have to disburse funds up front 
and be reimbursed. Ms. Brown said it doesn't appear to be cost reimbursement but the 
County would apply for the funds, receive approval and then set up the receipt of the funds. 
Ms. Whitehurst added that Mr. John Stutz of the Treasury Department hasn't been able to 

answer on this issue. 

Ms. Whitehurst said the application for planning was over $100,000.00 and it would 
be used for TetraTech services, however, it doesn't mean the County would receive the 
amount requested nor would it all necessarily be expended on planning assistance costs. 
Ms. Brown said there is a 3% limit for administrative costs and administering the funds over 
15 years would mean that Levy County and the other smaller counties cannot afford those 
administrative cost. Ms. Brown said it is not clear if the court will be receptive to the 
financial costs to smaller counties. 

Mr. Meeks reported on a telephone conference which was held with the 15 counties 
in the Gulf Consortium. Mr. Meeks said it was a continuous discussion on who got the 
money, if there should be a plan on the Pot 3 funds for approval by the Governor where all 
the counties receive a portion of the funds or create a group for a region project on 
watersheds, etc. Mr. Meeks said all of the counties want their own money similar to Pot 1 
funds where the money is less than anticipated or do regional planning. Mr. Meeks 
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explained that if the smaller counties do not form regional planning then the smaller 
counties will lose out with the larger counties securing the funds. Mr. Meeks said it was 
impossible for those attending by telephone to have any input in the discussion, but he 
would rather allow the county to receive their funds and then allow the county to decide if 
they wanted to participate in a regional project. Mr. Meeks said the Gulf Consortium has 
a lot of work to accomplish and need to come to a consensus quickly or run the risk of the 
Governor assuming control of the Pot 3 funds. 

Mr. Meeks said the counties have the decision making authority and Monroe County 
has submitted a plan to split the money from what is left after the 2 billion dollars which has 
already been appropriated for Triumph by the Legislature. Mr. Meeks said those funds were 
appropriated for economic development and there is no oversight over Triumph whatever. 

Ms. Brown said the arguments continue on how to split the money and that Monroe 
County has submitted a chart they are recommending be used for the division of the funds. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Ms. Brown said National Fish & Wildlife Foundation ("NFWF") has announced 
approval of 15.2 million dollars for 5 projects, based on a press release provided to her 
during the meeting by Mr. Fred Moody. 

Ms. Maria Sgambati expressed concern on the Legislature diverting funds without 
any oversight to control spending. 

Mr. Dan Hillard said the discussion was insightful and W.A.R., Inc. and has been 
seeking additional funding for the Lower With lacoochee River project and just received 
additional funding from the Felburn Foundation. 

MEETING SCHEDULE 

It was a consensus of the Committee that the next meeting of the RESTORE Act 
Advisory Committee will be February 2,2016, commencing at 3:00 p.m. in the Board of 
County Commissioner'S meeting room at the Levy County Court House. 

MINUTES 

Ms. Jolie Davis moved to approve the minutes of October 20, 2015, seconded by 
Comm. John Meeks and the motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m. 

RESTORE ACT ADVISORY COMMITTEE Lctt:7RIDA 
Chris Cowart, Chairman 
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